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“I	have	come	to	Be	Merciful”	
Mark	5:1–20	

Last Sunday we saw Jesus’ power: real, infinite, unmanageable, costly.

This week we see Jesus’ Evil-conquering-Merciful Power
Doesn’t exactly roll off the tongue, but it does communicates what our 
passage is about.

But	before	we	come	to	passage	

Let’s admit that we Westerners have difficulty 
in accepting the existence of evil spirits, demonic forces, Satan.
along with existence of supernatural good.

Supernatural things don’t fit into our understanding.
Evil spirits we’re told are unscientific, go against reason or logic…

… Yet in West we’re fascinated with the supernatural.
In my teens Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Angel were really popular shows.
Today there are countless movies and tv shows around supernatural forces.

But in the East, existence of supernatural is assumed
I’ve spent 5 weeks in Thailand living with a Thai Buddhist family.
I spent a lot of time with the son of that family, nicknamed Air, 

who was my age. 
We played a lot of basketball and his friends kept asking me 

if I could slam dunk, no I could not — 
and we all talked about what we believed:
their Buddhist beliefs and my Christian ones.

Thai people are convinced of the existence of evil spirits. 
It is assumed — it explains to them so much.
My Western perception was challenged as we spoke — I learned a lot.

So which is it? West or East?
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Well the Bible presents nuanced view
Supernatural evil and good exist
Satan is behind evil; God is always behind good
Bible also makes clear God is always, always more powerful than evil.
So God works His purposes out despite evil and despite sinful human history.
He even promises that one day He will crush evil once for all.

If you have questions on this, make a time with me to talk about this. 
It’s important for me to help you see that God is sovereign and all-powerful.

—
Passage today we glimpse God’s future victory over evil 

when Jesus heals a tormented man man.

Let’s look at it

Tormented Man - v.1-5 - sets the scene
It’s positively horrible the state this man is in — 3:22 —

• lives in the tombs
• neither chains nor shackles cannot bind him
• no-one can restrain, control, or help him anymore
• he wanders night and day like a lost soul
• howls like an animal
• loathes himself; cuts himself with stones.

It’s a living hell.

—
Have you ever felt anything like this man?...

Trapped in your own body?
Hopeless?
Enslaved by addiction?
Gripped by the vice of pornography?
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Or have you ever seen someone consumed by work?

I’ve seen it happen to a young man. 
It’s horrible.
I even warned him that his workload and work routine

would come at a cost that was never worth taking. 
I warned him his wife and children would suffer.
He did not listen and they suffered.

His work became all-consuming; he / it destroyed his family.

And after all this happened, he could not see how his actions had brought this 
all about — he was blind to his madness.
I also think he believed the lie Satan loves to whisper, 

“Money will solve all your problems.”
It doesn’t.

What happened to this young man was tragic and horrible.
He was unaware of his enslavement to work and money. 
He was blind to the dark pit he’d fallen into.

Who can save him?
Who can save us from such destructive influences and from ourselves? 

—
Something we need to hear from God which He tells us in His Word is 
this...

If anyone is not in a right relationship with God they are in darkness...
And to be in darkness means that you are under the influence of the evil one, 

of Satan. 
He rules over you even though you strongly deny it.

We might mock Satan and not believe he exists, 
but to quote the movie The Usual Suspects,

‘The greatest trick the Devil pulled off was convincing people he didn’t exist.’

Satan is a dark reality and the Bible keeps trying to show us this.
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But there is good news.
God can save us… He’s the only one who can.

—

Look	at	Jesus	
He comes to this tormented man - v.6 and liberates him.

The possessed man sees Jesus from long way off
Sprints to him and falls on his knees in submission
But not willing submission, 

because evil spirits still try to take control of Jesus.

They even invoke God’s name
v.7. “What have you to do with me Jesus, Son of the Most High? 

Swear to God that you won’t hurt me!”
A demon calling upon God’s name?!
They’re desperate.

They don’t want to obey Jesus who has said to them v.8, 
“Come out of this man, you evil spirit.”

And in v.9-10 we realise just how tormented the man is.
He has a Legion, possibly 6,000 evil spirits in him.
That would explain his growing, untameable strength 

but also his growing hatred and growing inability to escape.

Well this ‘Legion’ begs Jesus to not send them out of the area.
And Jesus gives them permission - notice that detail; 

Jesus gives them permission - 
and they go into 2,000 pigs who rush headlong into lake and drown!

Now what is that about?
I’ve no idea... and neither do scholars and commentators!

If anything it just shows us the outcome of evil is complete, utter destruction.
The natural outworking of evil is death; 

the complete opposite to God who brings life.
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No=ce	two	things…	

1, Jesus is more powerful than evil
He never breaks a sweat
His powerful word delivers this man

And if He can deliver this terribly afflicted tormented troubled man 
then He has the power to deliver you from darkness.

2, Jesus wants to deliver you from evil
As soon as He sees the tormented man 

He commands the evil spirits to leave.
He doesn’t hesitate
Evil is evil and He hates evil
Evil is never meant to reside in a human being.

So just as Jesus wants to deliver this man, 
so He wants to deliver you from evil.

To release you from Satan’s grip.
From realm of darkness into His glorious kingdom of light.

—
This teaches us about Jesus’ evil-conquering-merciful power.

Can you see His power?
Can you see His mercy?

I hope you can.

—
Let’s look at the two responses that come as a result of Jesus 
exercising his evil-conquering-merciful power.

First: the terrified townsfolk - v.14-17
What disturbs them is Jesus

They’ve also lost 2,000 pigs.
If Jesus hangs around what’ll happen to their cows? Horses? Livestock?
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And even though they see the once-tormented-possessed man sitting at 
Jesus’ feet (not endlessly wandering around), clothed (not naked), and sane 
(not mad / tormented / possessed)... 
Jesus terrifies them and they beg him to leave.

They see the amazing good He has done and they are afraid.

Why would they be afraid of Jesus who is so good?
Only what is evil and in the dark is afraid of what is good.

They don’t recognise Jesus’ incredible love and compassion 
to this man he has healed.

They don’t see how much more Jesus values this man over 2,000 pigs.
His goodness is disturbing.
Maybe they believed the lie being rich would solve all their problems 

and Jesus has just dashed their dreams.

They miss out on Him.
He leaves.

— the other response is, secondly, 
2. The transformed man

He’s been delivered from the deepest, darkest recesses of his tormented, 
inescapable soul and brought into the light by Jesus.

This means 8 things for the man:
1) Jesus has restored his humanity the evil spirits were looking to destroy.
2) he’s been released from the grip of the evil spirits
3) he no longer needs to dwell amongst the dead but has been brought back 
to the living - resurrected by Jesus.
4) no longer needs restraining
5) no longer self harms
6) no longer howling like an animal

Jesus has restored his humanity.
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7) Jesus has also restored him into a right relationship with God, for when 
someone is delivered from Satan they are brought to God

8) Jesus has also given the man purpose.

The man begs Jesus, v.18, “take me with you” but Jesus no,
Instead v.19, commands:

“Go home to your own people. 
Tell them how much the Lord has done for you 

and how He has had mercy on you.”

In other words, the man is saved to serve the living God. 
To be His disciple.
To proclaim how God has been merciful towards him.
He is to spread the good news about King Jesus who conquers evil.

And he obeys
Going around a huge area East of Galilee called the Decapolis (ten cities) 

telling everyone about Jesus and sharing his personal testimony.

—
[At 10am service today we have a baptism.
Ian and Ali are bringing their little one Hannah to be baptised.]

OR ———— Today we have a baptism…

And baptism is full of the great news that God through Jesus in the power of 
the Spirit can deliver us from evil and wants to deliver us from evil.

Just look at these slides with me…

SLIDES from baptism service…

The man being delivered teaches us Jesus’ evil-conquering-merciful power.

The sign of baptism tangibly, physically, wonderfully reminds us 
of the truth of Jesus’ evil-conquering-merciful power.
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Parents and sponsors are to take this to heart. 
People of God take this to heart as well.
We have a great responsibility in helping Hannah and everyone in fact 

know and understand God’s incredible love for all in Jesus. 

So Ian and Ali, come each week with Hannah and Matthew
so that you can all together experience God’s love to you 
from His Word, through baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
and through us regulars.

Actually, that’s something we should all do to grow in the Lord.

Sponsors, pray for and encourage Ian and Ali 
as they raise their children in the Lord. 

Pray for Hannah. Tell her and Matthew the good news about Jesus.
Make sure you know the good news for yourself.
Do what you can.

Gathered people of God, pray for Hannah and for our children to know 
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 
Tell them about Jesus. 
Show them His love in how you talk to and treat them. 
Love their parents.

What a glorious responsibility God has given us.

“Go home to your friends 
and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, 
and how he has had mercy on you.”

Heavenly Father, 
You have brought us out of darkness into your marvellous light through your 
glorious Son Jesus Christ our Lord. May we truly shine as a light in the world 
to the glory of your name.
Amen
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